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Thailand's 1st 'Comic Con' draws 300,000
despite political unrest
YUKAKD ONO, Nokdeed staff writer

BANGKOK - Political demonstrations were not the
oaly magnets for Thais last weekend. Thailand
Comic Con, a three-day event that ran throagh
Sunday in central Banghkok, pulled in roughly
300,000 comic fans, game lovers and
“costume-play” enthusiasts, according to the
Ofganizers.

Pop-culture fans were moce than ready to attend
the event, which had been postponed by mearly
three months duoe to mounting political tensson in
the capital.

The organizers, Milk Studio and Kantana Group,
dubbed the gathering as “the first and the biggest”™
event of its kind in Thalland. "Comic-book markets,
game exhabitions and cosplay events are not 8o
unusual in Thailand, but there has never been an
entertainment exhibition that combines them all.” a Kantana spokesperson said.

The event was backed by the Thal tourise ministry and drew over 60 méllion
baht ($1.87 million) in investment money. With content to please fans of all
stripes - from Star Wars fanatics to Hello Kitty die-hards - the event highlighted
Jast how diverse Thas appetites for pop culture are, There was even a professional
wrestling show with stars from Japan, including Tiger Mask
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